
Nelson St Philip’s C of E Primary School 
We love to learn. We learn to love. With Christ as our Guide, we love and learn together. 

 
  
                                                     
                             TEL: 01282 614463  
Leeds Road, Nelson,                        EMAIL: head@st-philips.lancs.sch.uk 
Lancashire, BB9 9TQ               Headteacher:  Miss R Moulden BA Hons (QTS)            WEBSITE: www.st-philips.lancs.sch.uk 
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Changes to Education-related Penalty Notices 

Information for Parents 

You may be aware that the Department for Education has recently announced national changes to 
penalty notices issued for unauthorised absence in term time. These changes will come into effect on 
19 August 2024. 

The changes to be aware of are: 

• Penalty notices issued for offences that take place after 19 August 2024 will be charged at a new 
rate of £160 per parent per child. This can be paid at £80 if paid within 21 days. 

  
• Any second penalty notice issued to the same parent for the same child within a rolling 3-year 

period will be issued at the rate of £160 to be paid within 28 days with no option for a discounted 
rate. 

  
• The threshold at which a penalty notice must be considered is set at 10 sessions (equivalent to 5 

days) of unauthorised absence within a rolling 10-school week period. This may include 
absences as a result of arriving late after the register closes. The 10 school weeks may span 
different terms or school years. 

  
• A maximum of 2 penalty notices may be issued to a parent for the same child within a rolling 3-

year period, so at the 3rd (or subsequent) offence(s) another course of action will need to be 
considered (such as prosecution or one of the other attendance legal interventions). 

  
• Only penalty notices issued for absences taking place after 19 August 2024 will count towards 

the above thresholds. 
   

Absences can have a lasting effect on learning. 

Missing a week of school means your child will miss around 25 hours of learning. 

This creates gaps in their knowledge and could mean they will not meet their full potential. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    
  
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Class Pendle  93.45% 

Class Barley  90.00% 

Class Marsden 92.33% 

Class Towneley  96.33% 

Class Wycoller  100% 

Whole School 
(Without 
Extended 
Leave)  

94.06% 

Extended Leave 
(18 sessions of 
lost learning 
across school)  

1.31% 

Whole School 
Attendance  
(With Extended 
Leave) 

92.75% 
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School Uniform Reminders: 
 
Boys  
Royal Blue sweatshirt (preferably with school logo) 
Dark trousers      
Plain black/grey socks   
White polo/cotton shirt  
                                                                        
Girls  
Royal Blue sweatshirt/cardigan (preferably with school logo)                  
Dark skirt or trousers                                       
Plain socks, tights or shalwar (black, grey or white)                                 
White Polo/Cotton Shirt  
In the summer girls may wear a pale blue checked dress  
  
We expect all children to wear full school uniform every day. This includes plain black school shoes with a sensible 
heel, not trainers and no logos. If children have a problem with their usual school shoes, they must wear their black 
school pumps whilst in school.  During winter months children are allowed to wear sensible plain black boots on 
the journey to/from school, but must change into school shoes upon arrival to their classroom.  
  

• The children are expected to keep their shirts tucked in if they remove their jumpers and not to have their 
jumpers around their waist, as we want high standards from our pupils, including their uniform presentation.  

• It is the School’s Governors’ Policy that all children do not wear scarves of any type, in our school or in our 
school grounds, in view of their age and in the interests of health and safety.  

• Please ensure that all items of clothing are named – then they can be returned to your child if the items 
become lost. Jewellery is not allowed in school. Pupils should not wear rings, bracelets, necklaces, or 
earrings in school. Inexpensive wristwatches are allowed.   

 

Important Reminders 

1. Footwear 

• We have noticed several children in school wearing boots or trainers as part of their 
school uniform.  In line with our School Uniform Policy, pupils must wear plain 
black shoes. Trainers may be worn on PE days only. 

• During winter months children are allowed to wear sensible plain black boots on the 
journey to/from school but must change into school shoes upon arrival to their 
classroom.  

     2.   End of the school day 

• We have had an increase in children being collected late at the end of the school 
day.  As a reminder, KS1 pupils finish at 3.25pm and KS2 pupils finish at 3.30pm.   

• Children must be collected by 3.30pm, with the exception of attendance at an after-
school club, when they must be collected at 4.15pm. 

• When children are collected late it causes disruption to after school clubs and staff 
meetings/training. 

• If you have an emergency and are unable to collect you child(ren) on time, please 
inform the school office. 

 




